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THE BEREAN, 233 


[Subject continued from laft Number.} 


WELL might the a fay,—Is it nothing to 
you, all ye that pafs by? Behold, and fee if there 
be any [rte like unto my forrow, which is done 
unto me; wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in 
the day of bis flerce anger.. Lament. 1. 12. But 
notwithfanding all he fuffered, the fire of his 
love was fo great, that he cheerfully endured the 
crois and defpifed the fhame, and triumphantly 
bowed his innocent head, and gave up the ghoft. 

But we are informed, that a bone of this Lamb 
was not tobe broken. This, we know, was alfo 
figurative, and was fulfilled when our Lord was 
crucific od; for when he hung on the crofs with 
the malefattor, we are informed that they brake 
the legs of thofe that were with him, but when 
they came to him, they found him already dead, 
therefore they brake not his legs ; and this we 
are told they omitted to do that. the fcriptures 

might be fulfilled. A bone of him /hall not be 
broken, John xix. 26. 

Again, we are informed, that they were to 
fiand with their faves in their hands. This, we 
conceive, was indicative of their being 1 in a read- 
inefs to ftart off at the fhorteft notice. It was 
alfo typical of the Lamb of God, and was fulfill- 
ed in him; for when the blefled Redeemer of the 
world was about to be betrayed into the hands of 
his enemies, we find his. difciples immediately for- 
fook him and fled ;. then was fulfilled that which 
was — by the prophet Zachariah, xi.7. Smite 
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the fhepherd and the fheep fhall be fcattered abroad. 
‘Then was the Shepherd of Ifrael left alone ; of 
the people there was none with him. » 4 

We fee then, by the few paflages cited, that J 
the Old Teftament fcriptures pointed to our @ 


adorable Lord ; thanks to his name for giving @ 


us fo valuable a treafure ; may it be our earneft 
prayers that he would incline us to fearch them, 
and that he would be pleafed to afford us his di- 
vine prefence while we are thus doing. 

But, thirdly, we were to inquire whether thefe 
{criptures gave the promife of eternal life to thofe 
Jews '—Our Lord encouraged them to believe 
they did; and his directing them to fearch, is a 
proof that they did; for, as he never faid to any 
of the feed of Jacob, Seek ye my face, in vain ; 
fo neither would he have direfted them to fearch 
for that, which he knew they never would find. 
No, blefled be his name, he never tantalized any 
of his creatures; the words which he fpake were 
{pirit and life. ‘Thefe unthinking beings, blind 
as they were to that which alone cou!d make them 
happy or give them peace, had eternal life in him, 


tho’ they knew tt not; for if they had have known 


him they would not have crucified him; and 
the fcriptures, which he directed them to fearch, 
affured it to them. But, fays an inauirer, where 
do you find the promife of eternal life to fuch 
unbelievers ? we anfwer, there is a grcat number 
of patiages of fcripture, that might be mentioned, 
to prove that they had a life in him, who is net 
only our lite, but has declared himfelf to be the 
life of the world, 1 John iv. 143; a few of which paf- 
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fages we will mention.  Firft, we think the an- 
fwer given to Mofes, when he befeeched the 
Lord to fhow him his glory, as recorded in Ex- 
odus xxxili,-and xxxiv. was.a promife of life to 
them. J will, fays the Jehovah, caufe all my zosd- 
nofs to pafs before thee ; and then he proclaimed 
his name, as the Lord God, mercifid and gracious, 
flow to-anzer, abundant in pardaning ini- 
quity, tranferejions and jins. Now, as tranigret- 
‘fion and fin is the’ caufe of mifery and death, 
furely ‘exemption therefrom muft be life and 
‘peace. Secondly, the promife made to Abraham 
Was a promile of life.to.them ;-they were Abra- 
ham’s feed, and boafted of being fuca ones. The 
promife to Abraham was that in bis feed all the 
families of the earth fhould be bieffid ; which feed, 
fays the apoftle, is Chrift. Again; the prophet 
‘Hfaiah, or rather the fpirit of God by that. pro- 
phet, informs them that although they had made 
a covenant with death, and an agreement with 
hell, yet their covenant with death fhould be dif- 
annulled, and their agreement with hell fhould 
not ftand, Ifaiah xxviii. 18. Now, if their cov- | 
enant with death and their agreement with hell 
is difannulled, furely the-confequence mutt be life. 
_ Again, it is faid by the prophet Hofea, xiii. 9. O/ 
Ifrael, thou haft deftroyed thyfcif, but in me is thine 
help. Now, we aik again, if the Jews have def- 
troyed themfelves, and help is promited them in 
the Almighty, is not this a promife of life? Bleff- 
ed be the name of our’ God, his words are ail 
fpirit life ; for itis written, Man /hall not 
‘live by'bread but-by every word of God, Luke 
P 2 lV. 
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iv. 4. And the fcriptures, to which he was pleaf- 
ed to turn their attention, are full of life-giving 
promifes to thofe unbelievers ; and although, 
when Mofes is read, even to this day, the vail is 
on their hearts ; yet when it turns to the Lord, 
the vail fhall be taken away, as faith the apofile, 
2 Cor. ili. 16, and then will they know to their 
unfpeakable joy, that they had and have a life 
hid with Chrift in God. 

But, fourthly, we were to inquire whether thefe 
promites were confined to the Jews, or extended 
to the whole of Adam/’s pofterity ? That the 


-promifes of God were not, nor are not, confined 


tothe Jews, but embrace the whole race of man, 
will appear very obvious by the following pafla- 
ges; firft—the Almighty, {peaking by the proph- 
et, fays, I will give him the heathen his inherit- 
ance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth. bis pof- 


feffion, Plalm ni. 8. Again, the Jehovah, fpeaking 


by Ezekiel, declares, that a// fouls are his ; as the 


ful of the father, fo alfo the foul of the fon is bis, 
Ezekiel xvii. 4. the Saviour, when on 


earth, the Father loveth the Son, and bath giv- 


en all ‘things into his hand: All mine, fays he, are 
thine, and thine are mine, John Xvil. 10. And in 
John vi. 39, we read, this is the Father’s will which 
hath fent me, that of all which he hath given me I 


pani lofe nothing, but fhould raife it up again at the 


faft day. Again, we are informed by the prophet 
Haiah, in his 53d chapter, that be was wounded for 


Our: ions, he was bruifed for our 


the chaftifement of our peace was upon him; and 


bis fripes we are healed.’ deft it sight 
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‘be asmatter of difpute with any, who this we or 
our intended, to put,this. matter beyond all dif- 
pute, the,prophet is direéted to inform us, that 
all we like: fheep have gone aftray, that we have turn- 
ed every one to bis own way, and the Lord hath laid 
on him the. iniquity of us ail, Again; itis written, 
I will alfo give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that 
thou maye/t be my falvation unto the ends of the earth, 
Ifaiah xlix. 6. And the Saviour calls on all the 
ends of the earth to behold him in that character 
and be faved. lam,’ fays he, God the Sa- 
viour ; I wound and I heal; I killandI1I make 
alive ; I have conquered death and him that had 
its power; I have rifen glorioufly triumphant, 
and now Lafcend to my Father and to your Fa- 
ther, to my God and your God ; and becaufe I 
live, ye fhall live alfo.” 

But to conclude. We think it evident from 
the few cited paflages—firft, that the Old Tefta- 
ment writings are the {criptures which our Lord 
directed thofe Jews to fearch. Secondly, that 
thofe fcriptures did point to and teftify of him. 
Thirdly, that thefe fcriptures did contain in them 
the promife of eternal life for thofe Jews ; and, 
fourthly, that the promifes.of our God,contained 
in them, were not confined to thofe Jews, but 
embraced the whole of Adam’s pofterity. . What 
fhall we fay to thefe things ? If God be for us, who 
can be againfi us? and that the fcriptures 
abundantly evince for he-{pared not his only 
Son, but gave him. up. for us all; and thall he 
not, fays the apoftle, with him alfo freely give us 


all things ? 2 By the grace of God, Fe/us Chrif thes 


| 
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| death for every man. Where fin abounded, grace did} 
much more abound.—Ilor as in Adam all die, fo @ 
in Chrif? foall all be made alive. We fee, by thete & 
{cripture paflages, and many more that might be § 
mentioned, which we for brevity omit, that he 
is not the propitiation for our fins only, but alfo J 
for the fins of the whole world. . Blefied be God § 
for the good news ; and bleffed indced are the a 
people that know the joyful found ; they: walk § 
in the light of God’s counte nance. “The ‘belive. 
| ers of thefe truths enter into reft, and pafs the @ 
time of fojourning here in peace < ‘and patient hope, § 
and in carneit expectation -of the blifs-that is to 
| be revealed tothem. Rejoicing in the Lord and af 
| in the power of his might, as they journey — 
| through life, they are conftrained to fing, 4 


This God is the God of our life, 

Our Redeemer, our Brother, and Friend ; 
Whofe love is much ftronger than death, 
And doth to all nature extend. 

We'll praife him for what he hath done, 
His wondrous grace we'll admire ; 

And when to our home we arrive, 


We'll found forth his praifes ftill higher. 


Hepnews xi. 6. For whom the Lord loveth he chap 
eneth, and fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth. 


| ~ OUR intention at prefent is to erideavour to 
find out by fearching the feriptures of ‘truth (in 
which the natural difpofition of Deity is exhibit- 
edi in its true light) 18, what his hatutal difpo- 
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fition is. God is love, faith the apoftle John in 
® the 4th chapter, 1ft eptftle. Herein is love, not 
B that we loved God, but that he loved us, and fent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our fins. For God fo 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whofoever believeth in him fhould not perifb, but 
have everlafing life, faith John, 3d chap. 16th verfe. 
andin Romans v. 8. But God commendeth his love 
toward us in that while we were yet finners Chrift 
died for us. And in Jolin x11. 47, if any man hear 
my words, and believe not, I judge him not: fort 
came not ta judge the world, but to fave the world, 
faid our blefled Mafter himfelf. In fa&t we fhould 
be at a lofs what portion of facred writ to point 
out, that is not pregnant with the love of God ; 
and we need not confine ourfelves to the book 
of divine revelation entirely for this untrovert- 
able truth ; for the book of nature, in every page 
thereof, proclaims the unbounded love of God 
to man. 

It is as natural for God to nt the works of 
his own hands, as it is for the fun to give light 
and heat ; how can it be otherwife ? Could an 
all wife and good God caufe to exift any creature, 
and not love that creature when brought into 
exiitence? If he could, it muft be from fome caufe 
independent of himfelf ; and that caufe, if any, 
muft be in the creature that he hath made. And 
what can this caufe be ; not for want of good- 
nefs in the creature, for every creature of God is 
good ; and indeed it cannot be otherwife; fora — 
good God cannot create any creature but what 
be good, as his elfe we 
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fay he was actuated by bad motives, or was dif. & 
appointed in his intention ; neither of which, 
blefled be his name, can be true. For God him- J 
felf, at the finifhing of creation pronounced it Jf 
very good. - 

- But fome one will fay, “ True, God made man 
upright and good, but man, yielding to the § 
tempter, fell from his ftate of innocence and be- 9 
came obnoxious to the wrath of God; and when 7 
man cealed to be juit and. good, God ceafed to 
love him, until he fhould repent of the paft and 
live a righteous life in future.” But thisisform- § 
ing a God in our own likenefs ; for man may § 
love at one time, and the object of his love may @ 
commit fome little trefpafs againit him, and he, 
being unexpectedly difappointed, his love is turn- 
ed to hate, and malice and revenge take poffeffion 
of his heart. But heaven forbid, that any fhould 


be fo ignorant of the character of God as to view 


him in fuch alight; for it-is impoflible that God 
fhould be actuated by fuch motives ; for things 
that are not, are with God as though theywere ; 
therefore God cannot hate to the endlefs ages of 
eternity what he once loved, nor love what he 
once hated ; for God cannot be difappointed in 
any of his creatures, and fly in a paffion like dif- 

** But (faith the objector) we certainly read of 
God’s threatening and punifhing the wicked : 
whence then fprings this difpofition to punifh ?” 
We would afk, whence fprings the fame difpofi- 


tion in parents ? who, that is a parent, will hefit- 


ate to anfwer and fay, Love is the root or caufé 
from 
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| from whence {pring thofe difpofitions ; for who- 
withboldeth the rod hateth the child.; fo with 
= God, for whom he loveth he chafteneth, Then 
§ furely if God corrects or punifhes his children 
= while he loves them, it muft be for the good of 
© thofe who are exercifed thereby. ‘The apofitle 
) Paul fays, in the roth verfe of this fame chapter 
© to the Hebrews, that God chaftened us for our prof- 
| it, that we might be partakers of his holinefs.. This 
indeed. is for our beft good, and his chaitening 
will anfwer this end and purpofe ; for he corrects 
with judgment. He can melt down to willing 
dubmiffion the moft obdurate heart ; his purpofes 
cannot fail ; for who on earth is fo mighty: as to 
withftand the chaftening of the Almighty God? 
there cam be none, for God has fixed the bounds 
of the tranfgreflor as he has fixed the bounds for 
the fea, and fays, hitherto fhalt thou go and no 
farther ; as exhibited in the parable of the prod- 
igal, (which, by the way, is a grand exhibition 
of God’s dealings with rebellious man). His 
bounds. were fixed, and that, as it were, by his 
own neceflity. Such is the goodnefs of our heav- 
enly Father, he, by his all wife providence, has 
made the way of the tranfgreflor fo hard, that 
thofe who walk therein cannot always hold out, 
but muit, fooner or later, come to the fame ref- 
olution as did the prodigal when he had watfted 
his living, faying, J will arife and go tomy father. 
O happy refolution, and thanks be toour kind 
Father, for informing ‘us, in 22d Pfalm, 27 verfe, 
‘that all the ends of the.world foall-remember-and turn 
anto the Lord. 
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- Yes, (faith an objector) I will hold with you 3 
fo far as to fay, that God corre¢ts or punifhes his 
creatures in this world for their profit ; but if 
the end is not anfwered in this world, it cannot 
be in the next ; for when we leave this world, 7 
we enter into eternity ; therefore, thofe who are [J 
punithed or chaftened there, muft be ‘eternally 
punithed, for there can be no change of ftate ‘or 
things refpecting thofe who have launched from 
time to eternity.” 
ment, we fhall foon conclude, that our eternal 
ftate is not fixed till the final judgment is ‘clofed ; 
and, of courfe, eternity does not commence un- 
til that period, otherwife a final judgment would 
anfwer no purpofe at alli But, on the: other 
hand, if we conclude that'there is:no change be- 
yond the grave, then we muft conclude that God 
will change very eflentially ; for whereas now in 
this time ftate he chaftifeth us becaufe he loves 
us, and of courfe for our profit ; but then when 
the foul has quit its houfe of clay, he will chaftife 
or punifh us, not becaufe he loves us; nor for our 
profit, but for the gratification of a revengeful 
difpofition ; for furely to punifh the creature 
eternally cannot poflibly be for the good of the 
creature punifhed ; and inftead of fubduing all 
things unto himfelf, and deftroying that rebellious 
{pirit which is in man, by cha/ftifing them with the 
rod of correction, he eftablifhes their rebellion, 

‘(which muft iffue from! their mouths im curfin 

blafpheming his name ‘to all eternity ;} an 
that, becaufe he hates them with an implacable 
hatred. 
4 But 
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But left fome one may fay, that we throw afide 
the atonement, and fubftitute the fuffering of 
the creature inftead thereof, we will come, in the 
fecond place, to inquire into the nature of tlie 


chaftifements of the Lord. Firft, then, in fome 


inftances, he holds and yfes the rod asa fove- 
reign, as inthe cafe of Pharaoh and the Egyptians, 
and Sodom and Gomorrah ; likewife.in the cafe 
of Nebuchadnezzar, and in many other inftances. 
But, generally fpeaking, punifhment or fuffering 
as naturally follow the tranfgreflor, in proportion 
to the heinoufnets of the tranfgreflion, as a fhad- 
ow follows a fubftance. God our Father has fo 
fixed it in the conftitution of nature ; for as fure 
as we put our hand in the fire, fo fure it wiil be 
burnt ;. and faith the fcripture, He that bréaketh 
an hedge the. ferpent will bite him ; aad. againy 
Whatfoever aman foweth that fhali he alfo reap ; 
tor, with what meafure ye mete, it fhall be meaf- 
urea to you again. | 

“But (faith.an objector) all this goes no farther 
than the grave.”’ Well; let us look with the eyes 
of our mind, taking fcripture for our guide, be- 
yond the grave. 

With refpe& to pr nifhment hereafter there will 


noone hefttate to fay, that 1t cannot be corporal ; 


for our bodies are lodged in the grave, where 
there is neither knowledge nor device. Then it. 
mutt be mental fuifering. Well then, let us look 
into the fcriptures and fee if there is not fome 
inftances of this kind of fuffering there fpolxen of.. 
Firft, what fate were the antideluvian world in, 
When in prifon? Surely not faffering in confe-. 
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quence of pain inflicted on their bodies ; for it 
was their {pirits that were in prifon, for their 


bodies were drowned in the flood, and feparated 


from their immortal part: then furely it was 


‘mental fuflering, and we believe it was great. Let 3 
us contemplate their fituation ; fee them driven @ 
out of the world by their Creator, in the height of 


their worldly enjoyments, in an awful manner ; 
and next fhut up in darknefs which gendereth fear, 


and fear hath torment, probably without even a = 


glimpfe of hope of deliverance ; being utterly 


unacquainted with the things that made for their 
peace, (for there were fuch things, though hid 9 
trom their eyes at that time.) Their cafe was i 
indeed, in their own apprehenfion, moft wretch- 9@ 
ed ; and this was their condition for more than #@ 
two thoufand years. Well might the apoftle fay, 
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 7 
living God ; and knowing the-ierrors of the Lord 
ave perfuade men. But though God their Crea- 
tor was pleafed to deitroy them from the earth, i 
yet he hath condefcended to inform us, as record- 


ed in Deuteronomy xxxil. 39, I Rill and I make 


alive ; I wound and I heal; and although he a 


hides his face from them ina litle wrath for a mo- 
ment, yet with everlafting kindnefs will he have 
mercy on them, faith the Lord their Redeemer: and 


the apofile Peter, in his firft epiftle, 3d chapter, | 


from 18th verfe on, informs us, For Chri? al @ 
hath once fuffered for fins, the suft for the unjuft, 
that be might bring us to God, being put to death® 
in.the flefh, but quickened by the Spirit ; by which & 
alfo he went and preached unto the /pirits in prifon, @ 
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which fometime were difobedient, when once the long- 


the ark was preparing. 

The next queition that naturally arifes is, what _ 
dodtrine did Chrift the Saviour of the world 
preach to them? Surely nothing but the truth ; 
which truth is, that, as he is the Saviour of the 
world, then he was certainly their Saviour ; and 
as he gave himfelf a ranfom for all, to be igtified 
in due time, he furely gave himfelf for their ran- 
fom from the ftate of darknefs and death in 
which they were then bound as in a prifon, and 
that was the due time in which he was to be tef- 
tified tothem. In the 6th and 7th verfes of the 
42d chapter of Haiah it is written, | the Lord 
have called thee in righteoufnefs, and will held thite 
hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a cov- 
enant of the people, for a light of the gentiles ; to 
open the blind eyes, to bring out the prifoners from 
the prifon, and them that fit in darknefs out of the 
prifon-boufe. And in the 61ft of Ifaian, ift verfe, 
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; becaufe 
the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek: he hath sent me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prifon to them that are bound. 
This was the doctrine, undoubtedly, that he 
preached unto them ; and that upon the ground 
of his having put away their fins by the facrifice of 
bimfelf. To a people in fuch circumftances this 
mutt be good news indeed, glad tidings of great 
joy ; and their fpirits muft have rejoiced in God 
their Saviour. We alfo read of the chaftifements 
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of the Egyptians ; and we Jikewife read, in the @ 
faft part of the 19th chapter of Ifaiah, of their ref. 
toration. [2 that day fhall Ifrael be the third with & 
Leypt and with Affyria, a bleffing in the midi @ 


of the land; whom the Lord of hofts fhall blefs, 4 
jaying, Bleffed be Egypt my people, and Affyria the | 


work of my hands, and I/rael mine inheritance. We 


are alfo informed, by the apoftle Jude, that the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were fet farth for an 
example, fuffering the vengeance of eternal fire. Yet @ 
the prophet Ezekiel, in his 16th chapter, proph- [J 
efies of their return in the ftrongeft terms, and 
at the fame time charges the Jews, God’s chofen 
people, with grofler wickednefs than their fifter 
Sodom and her daughters had been guilty of. 
Yet they are fill his people, and he owns them 
asiuch. But to return. Behold, faith God by 
the prophet, this was the iniquity of thy fier Sod- 
om, pride, fulnefs of bread, and abundance of iaie- 
nefs was in her, and in ber daughters, neither did 
fhe ftrengthen the hand of the poor and needy.; and 
they were haughty, and commuted abomination before 
me; therefore I took them away as I faw good, 49th 
and soth verfes. ‘Therefore we mutt conclude 
that this Sodom, that the prophet here {peaks of, 
is the fame Sodom that the apoftle Jude alludes 
to, and which were taken away as God faw good, 
and that was,by deftroying them from off the earth 
with fire from heaven ; and this fire the apoitle 
Jude calls eternal fire ; and indeed it is, for it 
came from the eternal God ; and the vengeance 
that God executed on them was ultimately for 
their good ;. and Gad fo loved them as to prom- 
ile 
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ife by the prophet that they fhall return to their 
 §6former eftate, as in the 55th verfe, When thy fifers, 
Sodom and her daughters fball return to their for- 
mer eftate, and Samaria and her daughters fball 
return to their former eftate, then thou and thy daugh- 
ters fhall reiurn to your former eftate, {peaking of 
his own people, the Jews, being brought in lait ; 
for it Is written, the laft /ball be firft and the firft 
laf. Thus we fee God can punith the tranfgref- 
fors, and that too with eternal fire, and take — 
them out of this world under the.operation of it ; 
and yet, after all, can make good his promife to 
Abraham, which was, In thee and in thy feed, (which 
feed is Chrift, faith the apoftle) /ball all the families 
of the earth be blefed. Our Saviour himfelf hath 
informed us full to the point in the 25th verfe of 
the 11th chapter of John, I am the refurreéion and 
the life: he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet fhall he live.. We could bring in to our aid 
various other pailages. of {cripture to prove that 
there is a change wrought on the creature after 
the diflolution of the body ; but he that hath 
unbelief enough in his heart te difbelieve thofe 
plain teitimonies that we have mentioned, will not 
believe,perhaps,though we fhould tranfcribe every 
fimilar paflage that might be found in the Bible. 
Why did not Abraham ftagger at the promife 
On account of death ? Surely, i any hada fuf- 
ficient reafon for it, he had ; for the promife to 
him was, “ In thee and in thy feed fhall all the fam- 
ilies of the earth be bleffed;’’ and further, “In Haac 
fhall thy feed be cailed.”’ Surely, if there had been 
an unbeliever preient with Abraham, and know- . 
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ing to the whole circumftance, he would have 
reminded him of the inconfiftency of the promife 
of God; for fee ye not, he would naturaily fay, 
that this feed, fpoken of, is to proceed from Ifaac, 
and yet God has commanded you to offer him 
up as a facrifice. How is it pofiible for God to 
fulfil his promife ? But Abraham was “ ftrong in 
faith,” and of courfe, lived by faith and not by 
fenfe; for he knew, even if he flew his fon, (which 
we believe he verily expected todo}that God would 
raife him from the dead, rather than his promife 
fhould not be fulfilled. Oh Abraham, very few 
indeed are the number of thofe, that would have 
put fuch unbounded confidence in the promife of 


‘God in like circumftances ; for thou, againft hope, 


{according to the eye of fenfe) * believed in hope, 
not ftaggering at the promife through unbelief ; 


‘but firong in faith, giving elory to God.” And 


fhall we, who profefs ourfelves to be of the fame 
faith with Abraham, vet fay, that God, who is 
the “ Father of the fpirits of all flefh,” cannot fulfil 
his promifes by reftoring thofe fpirits, who leave 
the body in an unconverted ftate? But is Goel 
confined to this temporal ftate ? Is he obliged 
to make all the heirs of falvation acquainted there- 
with, here in this time ftate, or never ? No 3 we 
know to the contrary; firft, becaufe the apottle 
Paul to the Ephefians, i. 9, 10. {peaks on this wifes, 
“Having made known unto us the myftery 
of his will, according to his good pleafure, 
which he hath purpofed in himfelf; that, in 
ahe difpenfation of the fulnefs of times, he might 
gather together, in one, all things in Chrilt, 
both which are in heaven and which are on 

earth, 
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earth, even in him.” | Who, that believes in 
divine revelation, will have the impiety to fly 
in. the face of this declaration, made by one 
who was taught by the Spirit of God? Will any, 
after reading iuch a declaration, prefuiae to ttand 
in the place of the angel that John faw in vifion, 
and declare to the world, that time frail be no 
longer, re{pecting thofe who go out of this world 
unacquainted with God ? . Shall we, who know 
not the length of our own time, which at longeft 
is but a {pan, {hall we pretend to know the length 
of God’s times ? Vain man would be wife, ibough 
born as the wild afs’s colt. Vt this then is the 
myftery of the wiil of God, which, according to 
his good pleafure, he hath purpefed in himfelf, 
let us put unbounded confidence therein ; for 
there 1s no power in heaven, earth, or hell, that 
-can counteract his will; and although we read 
of grievous difpenfations that are to fall upon the 
wicked and unbelievers, yet, if we are believers 
in God, we muft conclude, that whether they are 
fpoken of as to take place here, or hereafter, they 
mutt all be inflicted before the cloie of the ful- 
neis of times: and how longa time, more or le{S 
of the human race: may be chaftifed under this 
aillicting hand of providence, God only knows 3; 
but this we know, that let this trying difpenfa- 
tion be what, when, or where it may, that he 
that governs all things is God, and. God is love. 
Therefore, all thofe dark difpenfations of prov- 
idence muft be fubfervient to the fubjugating of 
every rebellions child of Adam, and to make ev- 
ery knee bow with willing fubmiflion ; fome of 
which, perhaps, may be thofe defcribed by John, 
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i in the 7th chapter of Revelation, after the fer. 
vants of God were fealed. Then, after this I 
beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no man 


could number, of ail nations, and kindreds, and peo- 
it ple, and tongues, ftocd before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in 
their hands ; and eried with @ loud voice, faying, 
Salvation to our God, which fitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb; and all the angelick hott 
; united their voices in the loud anthems of praife, 
1 with the elders, &c. faying, Amen: bleffing, and 
glory, and wifdom, and thankfgiving, and bonour, 
and power, and might, unto our God for. ever and 
ever. Amen. -And one of the elders anfwered, fay- 
ing unto me, What are thefe which are arrayed in 
white robes 2? and whence came they? And I faid 
unto him, Sir, thou knoweft. And he faid to. me, 
Thefe are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have wafbed their robes, and made them white 
in. the blood of the Lamb; and the chapter ends 
with this declaration, and God /hall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes. | 
... Who can this innumerable multitude be, which 
i have come, or rather fhall come, out of great 
Hi tribulation, except it be thofe that we read of in 
various paflages of icripture, one or two of which 
we fhall quote. One we find in 22d verfe of 2d 
chapter of Revelation. Behold, I will caft her 
into a bed, and them that commit adultery with ber 
into great tribulation, except they repent of their 
deeds ; andin Romans ii. 8, 9. But untae them that 
are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 
uurighteoufne/s, indignaticn and wrath, 
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and anevifh, upon every foul of man that doeth evil, 
of the few firft, and alfo of the Gentile. Thus we 
fee, although the wicked are caft into hell, with al 
the nations that forget God ; yet the promi by 
the fame Spirit is’ttill geod, that death and bell 
fhall deliver up the dead that are in them. Sece 
‘ondly, becaufe Jefus Chrift, the Head of every 
man, bath, by the grace of God, tafted death for 
ebery man. The foul that finneth, it foall die, faith 
the law ; and mdeed all have fined, and there- 
fore come fhart of the glory of God. But the apof- 
tle Paul to the Galatians informs us,in the 13th 
verfe of the 3d chapter, that Chri? hath redeemed 
us from the curfe of the law, benz made a curfe 
for us : and in 14th verfe of 13th chapter of Ho- 
fea, we read, [ will ranfom them from the power 
of the grave ; I will redeem them from\death : then 
follows in triumph, O death, I will be'thy plagues ; 
O grave, I will be thy deftrudtion : repentance foal 
be bid from mine eyes. Therefore, now if we 
fhould even make a covenant with death, and an 
agreement with hell ; yet God hath faid, that our 
covenant with death hall be difannulled, and our 
agreement with bell {oat not fiand. Certainly not 3 
for we have no right to make fuch an agreement 5 
for we are not our own, we are bought with a 
price, with the price of the blood of the Lamb 
of God, who gave himjeif a ranfom for all, to be 
toftified in due time. And faith the apoftle Johnj 
He is the propitiation for our fins, and not for our 
fras only, but for the fens of the whole world + 
as though he had faid, “* We, who are believers 
in, and followers of, Jefus Chriit, do not preten 
to 
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to monopolize the grace of God to ourfelves ; i 
but, to the contrary, we declare him to be the 
propitiation for the fins of the whole world, and 
confequently the Saviour of the whole world, i 
urtbclievers finally, as well as believers efpecially.” 
i And indeed the apoftle informs us, that God hath @ 
concluded us all in unbelief, for the very purpofe Bm 
of having mercy upon all ; therefore, we muk & 
i" conclude that if it pleafed the Father to lay the § 
fins of the world upon the Head of every § 
man, and he, tafting death for every man, hath § 
put away their fins by the facrifice of himfelf; § 
then, furely we fhall not, we cannot, die that § 
death for ourfelves, or at leaft we cannot be hold- @ 
en by death ; for he hath “ranfomed us -from 
the power of the grave, and redeemed us from @ 
death,” as before cited: and all, who are thus @ 
i redeemed, the apoftle to the Cor. 2d epif. in- @ 
_ >. forms us, are reconciled unto God, chap. v. 19. 
1 ** God was in Chrift reconciling the world unto @ 
himfelf, not imputing their trefpaffes unto them.” 
if And in Coloflians i. 19. the fame apoftie informs @ 
us, that “ it pleafed the Father that in him, (Je- § 
fus) fhould all fulmefs dwel}.”? And hav- | 
Hi ing made peace through the blood of his crofs, | 
ay by him to reconcile all things unto himfelf, whe- q 
# ih ther they be things in earth, or things in hea- | 
I. ven.’ And in Romans v. 8, and on, * But 
hy God commendeth his love toward us in that 
while we were yet finners Chriit died for us; 
i much more-then, being now juftified by his 


blood, we fhall' be faved from wrath through 
him. For if, when we were enemies, we were 
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reconciled to God by the death of his Son ; 
much more, being reconciled, we fhall be faved 
by his life.” 18th verfe, ° Therefore, as by the 
offence of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation : even fo, by the righteoufnefs. of 
one, the free gift came upon all men unto joitifi- 
cation of life? And for further proof that 
none oi the human race will be holden in death 
by the power of the devil eternally, we afk two 
of the apoftles: 1 John, iii. 8. “For this pur- 
pote the Son of God was manifelted, that he 
might defiroy the works of the dev 1”: and 
Heb. ii. 14, 15. “ Forafmuch then as the chil- 
dren are partakers of ficfh and blood, he alio 
himfelf likewife took part of the fame, that 
through death he might deftroy him that had 
the power of death, that 3 is, the devil, and de- 
liver them who, through fear of death, were all 
their life time fubject to bondage.” 

So then, we find, there is abundance of proof 
in the {criptures, that the final reftoration of the 
whole human race to eternal felicity is certain 
beyond a doubt, inafmuch as the natural difpo- 
fition of Deity, which is love, has caufed him 
to lay fuch plans in infinite wifdom as his al- 
mighty power will accomplifh in his own due 
time, the teftimony of all denominations of 
chriftians to the contrary notwithftanding. For 
if his love caufed him to die, the juft ‘for the 
unjuft, then furely that fame Jove will never fo 
much abate as to iuffer any of thofe, for whom 
he died, to remain in that death, by the power 
of the devil, eternally. Beiides, we know that 
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is not poffible for another reafon, which we have 
already gathered from the writings of the apof jj 
tles ; and that is, that not only “death, the 
lait enemy, fhall be deftroyed, bit him that had a 
the power of death, hat the devil” ; and 
that, by the fame almighty power that hath re- | 
deemed us from death ; the’ complete accom- 
plifhment of which, John faw in vifion, as re- 
corded in Rev. xxi. 4, 5. ‘ And God thall § 


wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there 
fhall be no more death, neither forrow nor cry- 
ing ; neither fhall there be any more pain ;° for 
the former things are pafled away ; and he that 


fat upon the throne faid, Behold, I make all 


things new. And he faid unto me, Write, for 
thefe words are true and faithful.” 

We will now call in one wiinefs more, whofe 
teltimony is indifputable, for he is a meflenger 
direct from heaven ; as recorded in Luke ii. 10, 
11, “ And the angel faid unto them (the fhep- 
herds), Fear not ; for behold I bring you good 


tidings of great joy , which fhall be to ALE peo~ 


pie ; for unto you is born this day, in the city 


of David, a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord.” 


And yet there are many who hefitate not to give 
the lie to this heavenly meflenger, and fay, that 
although he declares that the good tidings which 
he was fent to promulgate, fhould be to ALL 
people, yet a great portion of all people fhall 
never receive this good tidings of great joy to 
the endlefs ages of eternity. But John faw its 
accomplifhment in vifion, as recorded.in Rev. 


v. 13. “ And every creature, which is in heav~ 
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m en, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
® fuch as arein the fea, and all that are in them, 
® heard I, faying, Blefling, and honour, and g¢g!o- 
power, unto him that fitteth upon ‘the 
® throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever 
And the four beafts faid, Amen.” 
f Who, that believes with his heart what thefe 
tehimonies contain, but muit exclaim, in lan- 
iy guage fimilar to the apoftle’s, in Rom. xi. when 
m® treating on a like abject : ? (which may be read 
® at your Icifure.) “O the depth of the riches 
both of the wifdom and knowledge of God! 
bow unfearchable ere. his judements, and his 
B ways paft finding out! For who hath known 
i che mind of the Lord? or who hath been his 
counfellor ? or who hath firft givento him, and 
it fhall be recompenfed unto him again? For 
of him, and through him, and to him, are all 
things : to whom be glory forever. Amen.”— 
Vaich is beautifully illuitrated by the poet in 
the folowing lines. 


“ When the creation is teftor’d 
And God fhail be by all ador’d, 
loudly will.the triumph fweil, 


Our Jelus hath done all-things well !” 


Sin, death, and hell, will Chri deftroy, 
And fil the univerfe with joy ; 
His love fhall then each voice compel 


To cry, done things well 
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AMONG the many difputes that have arifen 
in the church, that, refpecting the extent of re- 
demption and falvation, has had a diftinguifhed 
rank. It has employed the pen of many learned 
and pious chriftians on both fides of the queftion. 
On this important fubject the ferious inquirer 
for truth, (if rightly exercifed) will refort to the 
{criptures for inftruction, which is our furett 
get ; and what they teitify we may believe 
or truth, Let us then enter on the inquiry 
with ferioufnefs, earneftly imploring the divine 
blefling. An attention to the following {ftate- 
ment of {cripture fentences will, we think, have 
a great tendency to fatisty the mind, that the 
defign, at leaft, of our Lord’s miflion was, that 
the whole family of man fhould eventually en- 
joy the bleffing. 


Different words, but of the fame import :-— 


I. 


1 Timothy ii. 6, Who gave himfelf.a ran- 
fom for a//, to be teftified in due time. 2 Peter 
lii.g, Not willing that any fhould perifh, but 
that a// fhould come to repentance. James i. 5, 
God giveth to ail liberally, and upbraideth not. 
Piaim cxlv. 9, The Lord is good to a//; and his 
tender mercies are over a// his works. Rom. 
XL. 32, For God hath concluded them a// in un- 
belief, that he might have mercy upon ail. 
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2. ALL MEN. 

Romans v. 18, By the righteoufnefs of one, 
the free gift came upon a// men unto juftification 
of life. 1 Tim. tl. 4, Who will have al/ mento 
be faved and come unto the knowledge of the 
truth. ‘Titus ii. 11, Grace of God, which bring- 
eth falvation to a// men, hath appeared.* John 
xii. 32, And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw ai// men unto me. 


3. ALL MEN, EVERY WHERE. 


Acts xvii. 30, T—but now commandeth al/ 
men, every where, to Fepent. 


4 <ALL FAMILIES OF THE EARTH. ; 

Gen. xu. 3, And in thee (Abraham) fhail a// 
families of the carth be biefled. xxvil. 14, And 
in thee (Jacob) and in thy feed fhall ail families 
of the earth be bietied. 


§- ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
Gen. xviii. 18, /] the nations of the earib Thall 
be bleiled in him (Abraham). xxii. 18, In thy 
feed ail the nations ofthe earth be dieffed. 
6. ALL 


* The text reads, “ Grace of God, which bringeth fal- 
vation, hath appeared to all men”; which was not true, 
for it had not appeared to all men at that time. We think 
ourfelves therefore juflifed in inferting the margin as the 
true reading. 

+ We think this paffage to the pot; becaufe command- 
ing them to repent is a demonftration that there is mercy 
for them ; for the law knows no repentance. If a law is 
tranfgreffed, there remains nothing but the penalty to be ex- 
ecuted, and no repentanee will fatisfy. We fay, therefore, 
to command all men every where to repeat, if the atone- 
ment was made for a part only, would be folemn mockery, 


which to afcribe to the Deity would be blafphemy. 


t 

% 

% 

: 

N 
° 
* 
: ? 


258 THE BEREAN. 


6. ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. - 
Pfalm xcvili. 3, All the ends of the earth have @ 


feen the falvation of our God. L[aiah xlv. 22, 


Look unto me, and be ye faved, all the ends of 4 
the earth. 4 


4. ALL THE ENDS OF THE WORLD. a 
Pfalm xxii. 27, All the ends of the world fhalt | 
remember, and turn to the Lord. : 


8. ALL THE WORLD. 
Mark xvi. 15, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gofpel to every creature. , 


Q. ALL THE KINDREDS OF THE NATIONS. 
Pfalm xxii. 27, —and all the kindreds of the na- 


tions fhall worfhip before him. 


10. ALL NATIONS. | 

Ifaiah xxv. 7, And he will deftroy in this 
mountain the face of the covering caft over all 
people, and the vail that is fpread over all natisns. 


II. ALL PEOPLE. 

Ifaiah xxv. 6—7, And in this mountain fhall 
the Lord of hofts make unto all people a feaft of 
fat things, a feaft of wines on the lees; of fat 
things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well 
refined. Luke 1. 10, Behold I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which fhall be to all people. 


12. ALL FLESH. 

-Tfaiah xl. 5, And the glory of the Lord fhall 

be revealed, and all fle/b fhall fee it together : 

for the mouth of the Lord hath fpoken. Luke 

lil. 6, And all fle/h fhall fee the falvation of Ged. 
13. ALL 
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13. ALL THINGS. 

Aéts ili. 21, Whom the heaven muft receive,, 
until the times of the reftitution of al/ things, 
which God hath fpoken by the mouth of ail his. 


holy prophets fince ‘the world begun. 


s 14. ALL THINGS WHICH ARE IN HEAVEN, AND 
iy IN EARTH, AND THINGS UNDER THE EARTH. 


Ephefians i. 10, That in the difpenfation of 
the fulnefs of times, he might gather together’ 
m one all things, in Chritft, which are in 
heaven, and which are in ane. in him.—Coll. 1.. 
20, And (having made peace through the blood 
= of his crofs) by him to: reconcile all things unto. 
@ himfelf, by him, I fay, whether they be things in: 
5 earth or things in heaven. See alfo Philip. ii. 1o.. 


I5- ALL THAT ARE AFAR OFF. 


Atts ii. 39, For the promife is unto you, and: 
to your children, and to al/ that are afar off, even: 
as many as the Lord our God fhall call. 


16. ALL THAT ARE GONE ASTRAY. 


‘Tfaiah liit. 6, 4// we like fheep are gone aftray; 
we have turned every one to his own way ; and 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us a//.. 


17. ALL HIS WORKS. 
Pfalm cxlv. 9, The Lord is good to all; _ his: 
tender merctes are over all his works. 


18.. THE WORLD.. 
John iii. 17, For God fent not his Son into the 
§ worldto condemn the world, but that the world’ 
» through him might be faved ; xl. 47, And if. 
R.2 anv 
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any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge 
him not: for I came not to judge the world, but 


to fave the world; i. 29, Behoid the Lamb of 


God which taketh away the fin of the world ; iv. 
42, The Saviour of the world ; fee aifo xvil. 20, 
21, 23, that tie world might believe. Sce allo 


1 John iv. 14. 


19. THE WHOLE WORLD. 

1 John ii. 2, And he is the propitiation for our 
fins : and not for ours only, but alfo for the fins 
of the whole world. 


THE, LOST. 
Luke xix. 10, For the Son of man is come to 


feek and to fave that which was /g/?. See allo 


Matt. xviii. 11. 


EVERY MAN. 


Heb. ii. 9, That he by the grace of God fhould 
tafte death for every man. : 


22. EVERY ‘MAN THAT COMETH INTO THE 
WORLD. 
John 1. 9,—was the true light, that lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world. 


23. EVERY CREATURE. 
Mark xvi. 15, Preach the gofpel to every cream 
ture. 


24. EVERY THING THAT HATH BREATH. 


Pfalm cl. 6, Let every thing that hath breath, 
praife the Lord. | 


25. EVERY KNEE. 26. EVERY TONGUE. 
Ifaiah xly. 23, 24, [ have fworn by myfelf, the 
word 
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word is gone out of my mouth in rightcoufnefs, 
and fhall not return, that unto me every knee fhall 
bow, every tongue thall fware, furely, fhall fay, in 
the Lord have i righteoufnefs and {ftrength : 
quoted by the apolile, Romans xiv. 11, Phil. ii. 
10, Lhat at the name of Jefus every knee fhall bow. 


27. ALL FACES, 28. ALL THE EARTH. 


Ifaiah xxv. 8, The Lord God will wipe away 
tears from off ail faces, and the rebuke of his peo- 
ple fhall he take away from off a/l the earth, for 
the Lord hath fpoken it, 


29. THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH. 
Pfalm ii. 8, Afk of me, and I will give the hea- 


then thine inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of 


the earth thy pofleflion, 


30. EVERY CREATURE WHICH IS IN HEAVEN 
AND ON THE EARTH, AND UNDER THE EARTH, 
AND SUCH AS ARE IN THE SEA. 


Rev. v. 13, And every creature which is in heav- 
en, and on the earth, and under the earth, and fuch 
as are in the fea, and all that are in them, heard 
I faying, Bleiling, and honour, and olory, and 
power, be unto him that fitteth on the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 


31. THEM THAT ARE UNDER THE LAW. 


Gal. iv. 4, 5, But when the fulnefs of time was 
come, God fent forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the jaw’, to redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might receive the adop- 
tion of fons, 

Remark, 


i 
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Remark, here are one and thirty fentences, & 
each, though differing in words, or differently J : 
placed, yet they all have an univerfal meaning ; 
ari for univerfal falvation, or only to make 

t poflible for all to be faved), fhall be confid- 
ian We think, to attempt to-limit them is an 
affront to. common fenfe. 

We would here paufe, and contemplate how 
aftonifhing it is, that the doctrine of partial re. 
demption fhould ever prevail, and be fo zealoufly 
advocated by believers in fcripture, againft fuch. 
a multiplicity of {fcripture evidence to the con- 
trary ; and not a fingle paflage can be produced 
from all the facred writings, which my that the: 
atonement was made for a part only! 

Solomon fays, that a three-fold cord is not. 
eafily broken; but what fhall we fay of 3 
thirty-fold cord? but in the words of the 
apottle, “* that God, willing more abundantly 
to fhew unto the heirs of promife the immuta- 
bility of his counfel, confirmed it by the glori-. 
ous variety of expreflions here exhibited, that by 
thefe redundant promifes, in which. it was im-. 
poflible for God to lie, we might have ftrong 
confolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold 
on the hope fet before us!” No wonder the 
dear apoftie of the Gentiles breaks out as he: 
does, when he had been treating of this glori- 
ous fubject, with which he concludes the doc-. 
trinal part of his epiftle to the Romans. ‘ O 
the depth of the riches, bot’, of the wifdom and: 
knowledge of God! how unfearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways paft finding out! For 
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who hath known the mind of the Lord? or 
who hath been his counfellor? or who hath 
frit given to him, and it fhall be recompenfed 
to him again ? For of him, and through him, 
and to him, are all things; to whom be glory 
for ever. Amen.” Heb. vi. 17,18. Rom. xi. 
— 36. 

But again, to return to our fubject ; fome of 
our brethren will fa y, “* We believe firmly, that 
the atonement was made for the whole; and 
when God calls on his creatures to come and 
partake of the gofpel feaft, he is fincere, and does 
not tantalize the wretched fons of men, by call- 
ing them all to fupper, and only provifion made 
for a part ; but as he has made us rational crea- 
tures, he deals with us as fuch, and therefore we 
may chufe or refufe.” This, we believe, may 
partly be true as to the time ftate. His call may 
be refifted : in confequence of which, thofe who 
thus refiit muft remain in a ftate of felf-condem- 
nation, (called by the tranflators of the bible 
damnation) darknefs and enmity, and of courfe 
miferable.. And if it could be proved that any of 
the human race would remain in that ftate to 
endlefs duration, the truth of the doétrine of 
endlefs mifery muft follow. But we belteve it 
will not be the cafe ; for what God has begun, 
he is able to finifh ; he is not like a poor mor- 
tal who attempts to build a tower and is not able 
to acccomplifh it. No, he has faid, “ My coun- 

fel thall ftand and I will do all my pleafure. 4, 
He fays alfo, Ifaiah lv. 8—11, “ For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
| your 
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your ways my ways, faith the Lord. For as the § 
heavens are higher than the earth, fo are my ways § 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down, 
and the {now from heaven, and returneth-not 
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud ; that it may give feed to @ 
the dower and bread te the eater ; fo fhall my 


fhall not return unto me void, but it {hall accom- 
plith that which fF pleafe, and it hall profper i in 
the thing whereto I fent it.” 

Our Sovereign i is not, like an unfkilful parent, 
giving us our whole eftate to {port away. No, 
the apofile fays, “ your life is hid with Chrift in J 
God. 

Again ; we would put our friends in mind that 
many of ‘the foregoing {criptures carry the mat- 
ter further in plain words, which cannot be con- 
troverted ; in particular in the sth of Romans, 
18, 21, “ Fherefore as by the offence of one, 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation, 
even fo by the righteoufnefs of one, the free ae 
came upon all men unto juftification of life ;’ 
and, ‘‘ that as fin hath reigned unto death, even 
fo might grace reign through richteoufnets unto. 
eternal lite, by Jefus Chrift our Lord.” —Remark, 
it does not fay, to bring all men into a falvable 
ftate ; but ‘* the free gift came to all men to su/- 
tification of life. And “* EvEN so might grace 
reign through righteoufnefs unto eternal /ife.’” 
There are many other pafiages to the fame effect. 
Again’; 
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Again ; let us contemplate what a difficulty it 
brings us in, to admit of fuch an idea, viz. That 
our glorious Creator had a good defign in crea- 


B ting his creatures, he meant to make them hap- 


py, but they fell, and became miferable ; he 
again attempted to reinftate them in felicity, and 
for that purpofe fent his Son into the world to 
redeem and fave them ; but his enemy, again in 
defiance of all his good intentions, fruitrated his 
defign, and will ho:d in his power to endlefs du- 
ration a great part of that very family he at- 
tempted to fave but could not! O'! confider 
how the enemy could in fuch a cafe triumph, 
looking up to the bletied Redeemer and faying, 
“ You would not take on you the nature of angels, 
but human nature, that you, by the grace of God, 
might tafte death for every man: and here I have 
a great part of them in my power, to torment to 

all eternity.” 
Again ; if we admit that any part of the hu- 
man family will be endlefsly miferable, we muft 
of courfe admit the eternal exiitence of fin. But. 
how then will Chrift perform his work ? for the 
icriptures fay, ‘‘ He was manifeited to deftroy 
the works of the devil,”’ 1 John iii. 8—** that he 
came to deftroy death, and him that had the 
power of it, which is the devil.” They fay alfo 
that the tares fhall be burnt, and the tares are 
the children of the wicked one, confequently 
no part of the human family ; for he is not the 
creator of any part of the human race, neither do © 
they belong to kim; for the Lord fays, “ all 
{fouls art mine.” John the Baptift fays, “* whofe 
| fan 
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fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge 
his floor and gather the wheat into his earner, 
but the chaff he will burn with. fire unquencha- 
ble,’ Matt. tii. 12. Our Lord fays, John vi. 39, 
that “ this is the Father’s will, that of all which 
he has given me I fhail lofe, nothing, but fhould 
raife it up again at the laft day.’ Remark the 
word it in the fingular, the entire family. Again, 
we are aflured in the 25th chapter of Haiah, Toth 
verfe, that ** the ranfomed of the Lord {hall re- 
turn, and come to Zion with fongs and everlait- 
ing joy upon their heads: they fhall obtain ] joy 
and sladnefs, and forrow and fighing fhall flee 
away.” Fiere we would again remind our 
friends, that it does not ae 2 part of the ran- 
fomed, but the ranfomed. Nor does it fay, they 
may come, but they suaLu in the moft pofitive 
terms. | 
As to thofe who fay roundly, that the defien of 
God in fending his Son was only to benefit a part 
of the human ‘family, and the reprobate (as they 
are pleafed to call a part of the human race) has 
no part inthe Saviour ; as to fuch, we think it 
in vain to reafon with them : for they fly in the 
face of the moft plaimand pofitive word that can 
be {poken, as the foregoing itatement verifies. For 
if we fay te them, the word of God fays to the 
contrary, they will anfwer no, it does not ; for 
ail doth not mean a//, and the whole means only a 
part, and every man Means every fpiritual man, the. 
whole world means the cleé world, &c. If we fay 
it is not reafonable to think that a Being of inft- 
nite benevolence ceculd makea race of creatures, 
part 
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part of whom he would make endlefsly and in- 
finitely miferable. They will anfwer, that we 
have nothing to do with reafon in {piritual 
things ; therefore we would leave thefe our friends 
for the prefent, not doubting but the vail will be 
taken from their hearts in God’s own time. 
We will now endeavour to attend to fome of 
the objections to this glorious gofpel doctrine. 
And, firft, ** It leads to licentioufnefs.” Be that 
as it may, truth is truth; and whatever the 
effect may be on corrupt nature, it cannot make 
that falfe, which is true of itfelf. But we need 
not be afraid of truth, nor be like unwife par- 
ents, or fome who have the care of children, to 
tell them frightful things to make them good. 
Honefty is the beft policy ; therefore let us ever 
{peak the truth to our neighbour, and cheerfully 
leave the event with the Lord. However, we 
will with pleafure meet our brethren on this 
ground ; fer we fay, it leads the dire¢t to con- 
trary, when rightly underftood, and we will at- 


tempt to prove it. 

Now what is true morality ? Our Lord an- 
{wers the important inquiry. ‘ Love God with 
all thy heart, and your neighbour as yourfelf ;” 
on this hangs all the law and the prophets ; yea, 
it is a law that exifted parallel with Jehovah 
himfelf ; it is what grows out of the reafon and 
nature of things ; neceflarily binding on all ra- 
tional intelligences, and it is exceedingly exten- 
five ; it reaches to the thoughts and intents of 
the heart, and moit reafonable in its demands. 

Now, which of the two doctrines is moft like. 
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_lyto produce..this..obedience .and,conformity of 4 


heart to thofe divine’ precepts, the /imitarian. or 
univerfal? ‘The one holds up to us a Sover-§ 
eign, who has created a vaft number of rational § 


_ creatures, fome of whom he will make. (after 


few years trial and forrow) eternally 


endlefs and inexpreflible mifery ; and there is no 
poflible way of efcape, for it was fo decreed fiom FF 
all eternity ; nor have they ever had it in. their 
power, either to prevent being dragged into ex. 
iftence, or fince they had a being, to alter the 
dreadful decree. On the other hand, the Uni. FF 
verfalift holds up to view a glorious Being, who FF 
is love in the abftract, and ‘ his tender mercies 
are over all his works ;”? who has-created a nu- 
merous race of beings capable of loving, ferving, 
and enjoying him forever, and created them for 
the very purpofe to manifeft his own glory inf 
their ultimate and everlafting enjoyment of him- 


felf ; and he is not only willing, but abfolutely 


able to complete his whole plan. Now it feems & 
needlefs to afk which of thefe: has the greatett 
tendency to obedience to the firft precept, viz. & 
to love God with all the heart ? 

Let us now inquire, -which of the two doc- 
trines is moft likely, in the reafon and nature & 
of things, to produce obedience to the fecond 
precept of the divine law, viz. to love our neigh- 
bour as ourfelves ; which means all mankind. & 

The limitarians fay there is a great. ,number.of I 
the human family, who are not only ina ftate of & 
alienation from God, but will remain in this crim-§ 
‘inal dtate of rebellion to all eternity ; andafter this 
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life will be fixed in fuch aftate of defpair and » 
wretchednefs, that they will be increafing in their 
rebellion ‘and’ blafphemy for ever :—While the 
Univerfalifts, to their grief; behold many of their 
brethrén-of the human family ftill in a-ftate of. 
unreconciliation to God, and would weep over 
them. Yet they forrow not'as’ thofe’ who have 

no hope, for the promife is fure ;. for ** God was 
in Chrift reconciling the world unto himfelf, not 


‘imputing their treipaffes unto them.” He is 


going on (if we may be allowed the expreilion) 
to doit; and he will not ftop till he has accom- 
plifhed his whole pleafure.. And though we do 
not fee ‘them at: prefent’ giving glory to his 
name ; yet, believing the promife, in the words 
of Jehovah himfelf, in Maiah xlv. “ have fworn 
by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth 
in righteoufnefs, and fhall not return, that unto 
me thall évery. ‘knée bow, every tongue thall 
{ware. » Surely fhall fay, in the Lord have I righ- 
teoufnefs and ftrength”—we fay, believing this, 
we can’ clafp the whole family in the arms of 
our affection, as brethren united under one head; 
(for ‘we are members of his body,. his flefh, and 
of his bones. .1 Cor. xi. 3, ‘ The head of every 
man is Chrift.””) "Therefore we can rejoice in the 
glorious profpect of that law, whichs the tranf-_ 
cript of the divine nature, being fulfilled In @v-— 
ery jot, by all the fons: of Adam, in that blefl-. 
ed flate, where we fhall be wholly cleanfed from 
all our hithinets, idolatry, envy, avarice, and 
whatever is contrary to perfect love, in the full 
enjoyment of it to all eternity. But, on the 
other hand, it is impoflible we ever fhould love. 
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our neighbour as ourfelves, but be in perpetual 
enmity and averfion. | 


And now we would humbly hope, we have 


proved which doé¢trine has the greateft moral 


tendency, and conclude this paragraph with the 


words of one of their own poets, the fweet 
bard of the chriftian Hrael. 


“ Shall we go on to fin, 
Becaufe thy grace abounds 3 
And crucify our Lord again, 
And open all his wounds ? 
Forbid it, mighty God ; 
Nor let it e’er be faid, 
That we, who’s fins are crucified, 
Should raife them from the dead. 
We will be flaves no more, 
Since Chrift has made us free ; 
Has nail’d our tyrants to his crofs, 
And bought our liberty.” Watts. 


Another very important objection, is the paf- 
fages of f{cripture which feem to fpeak another 
language. But is fcripture contrary to itfelf ? 
For furely if one paflage holds out the tender } 
mercies of God to be over all his works, and |@ 
another fays he will make a part of the human 
family miferable to all eternity ; if one fays, he 
will not contend for ever, and others are 
made to fay, that he will beat upon the na- 


‘ked foul in one eternal ftorm ;—we muft either 


reconcile fcripture with itfelf, or have doubts of 
its authenticity ; for contraries cannot come from 
God. Now of all the doctrines which have been 
preached, there is none, we think, that reconcile 
icripture with itfelf, but this, which admits of 
the final “ reftitution of all things, which God 
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has fpoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets, 
fince the world began,” Acts iui, 21. “Lhat there 
are paflages, which feem to be againii this idea, 

we do not deny ; but upon examination, we truit 
it can be made to appear, that the fcriptures are 
not to be taken in the fenfe it hath been ufual.to 
exhibit them. For inftance, when we meet with 
{uch expreffions as thefe, everlafiing dzftruction, 
eternal fire, everlafting punifoment, the worm that 
dicth not, &c. if we apply thofe expreflions to the 
nature of the punifhment, inftead of its duration 
as it refpects the creature, the difficulty will fub- 
fide, and the word of God will be made confift- © 
ent with itfelf.. And we think it will very ra- 
tionally bear fuch a conftruction, efpecially when 
we take into view the foregoing redundant icrip- 
ture teftimany:s Beiides, the manner in which 
they-are'connected will juftify fuch a conftruction. 
For inftance, 2 Theil. 1. 9» it fays, the -difobe- 
dient'** fhall be punifhed with ev eclafting dettruc- 
tion from the prefence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power ;”’ it does not fay they fhall 
be everlaftinsly punifhed, or everlattingly dei- 
troyed ; but be punifhed with everlaiting def- 
trudtion ; ; thatis, the difcipline, with which they 
will be exercifed, is of an everlaiting ratute. 
Now, if they are afiliéted with this unifhment 
never fo fhort a time, it may be ftriflly Gaid that 
they are punifhed with everlafting dettruction ;_ 
yea, we would iay it is of an eternal nature ; 

that j is, it never hada beginning, nor willit ever 
have anend. The nature of God, who is love, 
is a confuming fire, in which the Lord Jefus, in 
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that difpenfation, will be revealed to take this 


vengeance ; and whatever is contrary to this na. 
ture of love, under whatever name it may be, 
whether rebellion, hatred, difobedience, envy, or 
whatever is contrary to perfect love, it will light 
on and utterly confume. As a fkilful and almigh- 
ty Phyfician, who can fo apply the remedy as to 
kill the fever (though painful to the creature in 
its operation) and fave the patient ; extract the 
ball from the wounded, and intirely make a cure, 
or, to exprefs it in the apoftle’s words, flay the 
enmity. 

And in this fenfe, if it fhould be applied to the 
creature, what is it for? and what the effect? 
The deftruction of the rebellious difpofition, and 
an intire rooting out and purging from all filth. 
inefs and uncleannefs, as was foretold of our 
bleffed Lord by Malachi, iii. 1—4. ‘Fhe Pfalmitt 
alfo has the fame idea, in the goth Pfalm. 
*¢ Thou waft a God who forgaveft them, though 
thou takeft vengeance of their inventions.” 
Now, this character in the Deity is parallel with 
his exiftence, neceflary to his very nature, and of 
courfe firiétly eternal ; and if this rebellion and 
enmity is deitroyed, fo that it rifes no more, it 
may be called an everlafting deftruction ; fo that, 
take it in either fenfe, it will not militate againtt 
the force of the precious promifes we have been 
confidering, but greatly confirm them. 

Théfe are the fruits of our refearches ; may 


that bleffed Spirit, which indited the word, lead 


us all into truth : and to God the only wile, the 
Vather, Son, and Holy Ghoft, be‘aicriptions ot 
praife and glory for ever. Amen. i 
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MATTHEW viii. 16. When the even was come they brought unto 
him many that were poffefied with devils; and he caft out the 
fpirits with his word, and healed all that were fick. 


THE fubject before us not only exhibits an 
aftonifhing difplay of divine power and goodnefs, | 
but is replete with confolation to every fuffering 
foul. The unbounded love of our divine Sav- 
iour to the children of men is here confpicuoufly 
difplayed, as well as his glorious purpofes, pur- 
pofed upon the whole earth. As de was man- 
ifefted ** to deftroy the works of the devil,” and 
to deliver them who through fear of death 
were all their life time fubject to bondage,” we 
© here find him engaged in the execution of the 
fm work. At his command, thofe poflefled of dev- 
ils are immediately made whole, and are found 
fitting in humble attitude at the feet of their di- 
vine Mafter,in their right minds. And for what 
purpofe are thefe wonderful tranfactions of pow- 
er preferved on record ? Undoubtedly for our 
inftruction and confolation, and alfo for a {peci- 
men of that goodnefs and power, which fhall’be 
ultimately manifefted in fubduing all things to— 
himfelf. In this fubject then, we hear the glad 
tidings of the gofpel founding in the moft clear 
and energetic language. The complete deliver- 
ance of every captive foul from the*power of fin 
and Satan is here (although in miniature, if we 
may fo fpeak) clearly pointed out. For as he 
hath power over all flefh, he muft reign till he 
hath put all enemies under his feet ; for of him, 
and through him, and to him are all things. 


It will then confequently be our object, in the 
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fubfequent obfervations, to point out the do@rine 
of the complete reftoration of the fulnefs of hu- 
man nature, to aftate of glory and felitity— 
Which truth our fubject is evidently calculated 
to illuitrate and enforce. q 
And iirit, we fhall requeft your indulgence 
white we call in to our aid a few of thofe confit. ff 
ent, corroborating proofs which reafon and the 
conftitution of nature evidently afford ; for al- 
tho’ we would by no means reft wholly. on their 
evidence, yet while their language tends ‘to fup- 
port and illuitrate the truth of divine teftimony, 
we are happy in paying due: attention thereto. 
That man was originally and pofitively defigned 
for a perpetual rotine of never ending felicity 
may be inferred from a variety of confiderations. 
Firft, the fitnefs and adaptednefs of the fcheme of 
the univerfe is an adequate’ confirmation of the 
truth of this. For if God had not the exiftence 
of intelligences in view, when he framed the 
{tupendous fcale of nature, he would have relin- 
quifhed the fcheme of creation, as dead matter 
could have no. reflecting or perceptive powers. 
Ot what ufe were the trees and fruits of the 
earth, had not man been created to fport in the 
profufion of nature’s bounties ; or who can con- 
template them without fuppofing they were in- 
tended for the comfort gnd fupport of rational 
and intelligent creatures. If fuch were his de- 
figns it is not probable he will be defeated there- 
in, but on the contrary, the glorious effect will 
bee very way aniwerable to the original purpofe 
of that God who can never err, and whofe ref- 
olutions ar¢ as permament as the days of eternity. 
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m Secondly, the united voice of all nature, as well . 
WS as the univerfal providence of God, fanétion and | 
We authorize fuch a conclufion. The open fmile of 
® nature is not a {mile of deception ; it {peaks the | 
® language of eternal love. Our heavenly Father 
"is as good inwardly as he is outwardly. The 


 bleflings of his providence are beftowed indif- 
©} criminately on all his creatures. He caufes his - 


" fun to rife on the evil and on the good, and 
© {endeth his rain on the juft and on the unjutt. 
© He opens his bounteous hand and fatisfieth the 
© defire of every living thing with good. If then, 


© inthe diftribution of the bleflings of his provi- 


™ dence he is univerfal, in the bleffings of his grace 


©) is he partial? No, he cannot be ; andas he never 
) made a mouth which he did not fill with good, . 
W fo he never made a foul which he will not ulti- 


mately blefs with that fulnefs of felicity which it 
is capable of receiving. 

the impoflibility in the nature of 
things, of the eternal exiftence of evil, very con- 
clufively tends to eftablifh the truth of the doc- 
trine under confideration. And here permit us 
to obferve, that this argument alone has had 
more weight on our minds than every other 


which have been drawn from reafon and philof- — 


ophy. 

‘That there was a time, when fin did not ex- 
ift will, we truft, be admitted by all. It muft 
then have had a beginning, and confequently it 


m™ mutt have anend. Beginning and ending are re- 


lative terms. In faét, there can be no beginning 
without an end. If indeed we believe in the 
pagan doctrine of the Manichees of old, which 
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was once confiderably taught and received, we 
muft of neceflity believe in the doctrine’ of éter- 
nal mifery'; for they taught that theré: were 
two’ Deities which had exifted from eternity, 
the one good, the other evil ; and alfo that this 


ye evil being was’really the creator of the greater 
iN: part, if not all, of mankind. Hence, they had a 

folid foundation, according to their fyftem, for 


building up the eternal exiftence of both princi- 
ples. “In juftice to this doctrine we feel impelled 
to obferve, that it is, in its theory, the moft con- 
filtent with the doctrine of eternal mifery of any 
we ever heard advanced. aae1 
'  Thofe of this fect deferve fome credit on one 
account ; they endeavoured not to build with. 
out foundation. Modern advocates for eternal 
mifery build without any foundation at all, inaf- 
much as: they actually deny thofe leading prin- 
ciples, which have been mentioned, on which 
alone doétrine can be fupported.  Blefled, 
however, be our God, for teaching us better’ 
things. It is not true that the devil is the crea- 
tor of a fingle individual, much lefs of the:great-— 
ei part of mankind; or that fin has exifted from 


ali Sin, the contrary, fomethin 

of an intermediate, temporary nature, and a 
ultimately be exterminated out of the univerfe 
of God. There was’a time when it was not 
} known in the nature of man; when the morn- 


i ing ftars fang together, and all the fons of God 
it rejoiced aloud for joy. On the whole, then, we 
hit think there car be no doubt with rational reflect- 
| ing minds, that all’ mankind, nay more, the. 
whole thread of created intelligences, fhall 
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rocefs of time be reconciled to His who is the 


jos and the /a/?, the great Jehovah of all beings. 
It was, we prefume, fuch reflections as thefe which 
gave birth to that beautiful fentiment of an eX- 
cellent and intelligent author, Mr. Cowper, in 
his poem entitled the Tafk, which we fhall here 
take liberty to introduce. 


«Thus heaven ’ward all things tend; for all were once 
Perfect, and all muft. be at length reftor’d.— i 

So God has greatly purpos’d, who would elfe 

In his difhonour’d works himfelf. endure dithonour, 
And be wrong’d without redreis. 
Come then, and, added to thy many crowns, 
Receive yet one, the crown of all the earih ; 
‘Thou, who alone art worthy —It was thine 
By ancient covenant, ere nature’s birth ; 

And Thou haft made it thine by purchafe fince, 
And overpaid its value with Z/y blood.” 


Having thus ftated (though very imperfecily) 
a few of thofe arguments, which naturally arife 
from reafon and the nature of things, we fhall 
now briefly endeavour to point out their agree- 
ment with the .doctrine taught in the facred 
{criptures. And here we are no longer left to 


view things, as it were, through a glafs darkly 


by the feeble light of nature, but behold, in di- 


vine revelation, the glorious dawning of 4 per- 
fect day. Here we find all God’s holy and in- 


{pired prophets teltitying of the final reftitution 


all things. Here we fee the origin and condition 
of man; his helplefs ftate, in confequence of the 


fall ; the nature of his own heart, and the pro- 


vifion made for his recovery and eternal life ; 
which was fecured by Jefus Chrift, in himfelf, in 


confequence of his rejation to the children of 
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4 { ‘ Men, before the foundation of the world. ‘Here we behold 
ant _ our divine Saviour tabernacling in human form, made in all ( 
vet points like unto his brethren, fin only excepted, exhibiting a 
vn tender feeling for our infirmities, going about continually 9 
doing good, preaching deliverance to the captives, healing 
ne the fick, comforting the afflicted, raifing the dead, and giv. 
ey ing on all occafions unequivocal evidence of his divine love f 
ih: and compaffion to the children of men, even to the giving F@ 
wy | his life for their fakes, yea, even for his greateft enemies, “ for [7% 
we were yet finners Chrift died for us.” 

a Here then we behold him as the Conqueror of death, and 
ay him who had its power, reconciling both Jew and Gentile in 
al one body on the crofs, and bringing life and immortality to 


a light by the gofpel. Here then, is the chriftian’s hope, it is 
| ftedfaft and immovable, even the affurance of eternal life, 
And what a glorious view of things is here reprefented to 
our enraptured minds. Light and life emérge from dark. FR 
nefs and death, and a glorious day fucceeds the moft myite, FR 
. rious difpenfations of providence. It ts truly elevating and Fy 
i confolatory ; it renders light and eafy the heavieft burdens 
i _ of this mortal life. Complaints of our prefent deftiny will 
c give way to an anticipation of thofe folid realities and mental 
ili: delights which are in referve for us in the chambers of in- 
| mortality. This expanding mind, this never dying foul fhall 
live and blaze through eternity ; fhall be forever learning 
pail. the myfteries of his grace, and participate in the pleafures of 
Lee him whofe delight is to blefs and make happy, and fhall be 
ae in a manner aflimilated to his divine nature.’ Why fhould 
we ‘ we then be forever groveling in the duft, {pending our ftrength 
} for that which profiteth not.  ‘* The foul of man was made 
| to walk the fkies.”” We are deftined toa ftate of confum- 
_ mate glory and felicity, to an ‘ inheritance, incorruptible, 
ual undefiled, and that fadeth not away.’”? The contemplation 
) of fuch fubjeés will caufe us to grow in knowledge, in love, 
and benevolence, and will eventually exclude us from all fin 
and imperfection. 7 
’ But we cannot at prefent enlarge on this very pleafing 
fubje@. Let us then, as chriftians, be truly grateful to our 
4 God, for making us acquainted with his truth. Let us go 
| iN) on our way rejoicing, trufting in him at all times, not being 
Ht —. afraid. Let us live in love and charity with one another, 
and walk as becometh the gofpel, that we may adorn the 
d Shine Ged the Saviour im ail things. 
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